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For “ The Friend.” 
Felix Neff, the Pastor of the High Alps. 
(Continued from page 26.) 

“ Neff’s Journal has noted the 16th of 
January, 1824, as the day on which he arrived 
at Arvieux, to take possession of the habita- 
tions provided for the pastor of the district. 
I have stated in more places than one, that a 
taste for magnificent scenery formed a strong 
feature in his character, and it never could 
have been more gratified than on his journey 
from Gap, through Guillestre to pis new 
abode. ‘he road from the latter is by the 
pass of the Guil, and in the whole range of 
Alpine scenery, rich as it is in the wonders 
of nature, there is nothing more terribly 
sublime than this mountain path. A traveller 
would be amply repaid in visiting this region, 
for the sole purpose of exploring a defile, 
which in fact is one of the keys to France, on 
the Italian frontier, and is therefore guarded 
at one end by the strong works of Mont 
Dauphin, and at the other by the fortress of 
Chateau Queyras, whose guns sweep the 
entrance of the pass. For several miles the 
waters of the Guil occupy the whole breadth 
of the defile, which is more like a chasm, or 
a vast rent in the mountain, than a ravine, 
and the path, which in places will not admit 
more than two to walk side by side, is hewn 
out of the rocks. These rise to such a giddy 
height, that the soaring pinnacles which crown 
them, look like the fine points of masonry- 
work on the summit of a cathedral: mean- 
time the projecting masses, that overhang the 
way-faring man’s head, are more stupendous, 
and more menacing than the imagination can 
conceive. Many of these seem to be hanging 
by you know not what, and to be ready to fall 
at the least concussion. 


precipice yawning beneath your feet; but in 
fact there is no danger equal to a journey 
through a defile like this, when you are at 
the bottom of the Alpine gulf, with hundreds 
of feet of crumbling rock above your head. 
_| But terribly magnificent as the pass is, and 
though it must at other times have made a 
powerful impression on Neff’s mind ; his 
journal does not contain a word either of its 
grandeur, or its terrors. He forced his way 
through it in the middle of January, when it 
is notoriously unsafe to attempt the passage. 
Several travellers lose their lives here almost 
every year; but our pastur’s anxiety to be at 
his post ef duty was the strongest feeling that 
moved him, and he thought of nothing but 
the field of usefulness which was now before 
him. 

“ On issuing out of the depths of the defile, 
the frowning battlements of Chateau Queyras, 
built on a lofty projecting cliff, on the edge 
of the torrent, and backed by the barrier wall 
of Alps, which at this season of the year 
towers like a bulwark of ice between the 
dominions of France and the king of Sardinia, 
present a picture of the most striking magni- 
ficence. Every thing combines to give an 
interest to the scene. In the far distance are 


aqueducts, composed in the simplest manner 
of wooden troughs, supported on lofty scaf- 
folding, and ‘crossing and recrossing the 
narrow valley, which form a striking contrast 
between the durability of the works of God's 
hands, the everlasting mountains, and the 
perishable devices of men. Abouta mile and 
a half, on the Guillestre side, from Chateau 
Quayras, a rough path, on the left, conducts 
to Arvieux : and here a different prospect 
opens to the view. The signs of cultivation 
and of man’s presence increase : some pretty 
vales, and snug looking cottages please the 
eye ; and in one spot a frail but picturesque 
foot bridge of pines carelessly thrown across 
a chasm, invites the stranger to approach and 
inspect it. He is almost appalled to find 
himself on the brink of an abyss, many 
fathoms deep, at the bottom of which a body 
of water foams and chafes, which has forced 
itself a passage through the living rock. The 
narrowness and depth of this chasm, and the 
extraordinary manner in which it is concealed 
from observation, till you are close to it, form 
one of the greatest-natural curiosities in a 
province which abounds in objects of the 
same sort. 


Quos super atra silex jamjam lapsura, cadentique 

Imminet assimilis. 

“Perhaps they have been so suspended for 
centuries, and will so continue for centuries 
to come ; but be that as it may, enormous 
fragments are frequently rolling down, and as 
the wind roars through the gloomy defile, and 
threatens to sweep you into the torrent below, 
you wonder what power it is whieh holds 
together the terrifying suspensions, and pre- 


has been related of the peril of traversing a 
pass on the summit of a mountain, with a 


“ Neff followed the custom of those who|his seat or his pillow. 


and called it Arvieux in his journals. It is 
not, however, situated in the principal village 
of the commune so called, but at La Chalp, a 
small hamlet beyond. The church is at 
Arvieux, but the minister’s residence is, with 
the majority of the protestant population, 
higher up the valley ; for in this glen, as in all 
the others where the remains of the primitive 
Christians still exist, they are invariably found 
to have crept up to the furthest habitable part 
of it. In the valley of Fressiniére, the-pro- 
testants, in like manner, have penetrated to 
the edge of the glacier, where they were most 
likely to remain unmolested ; and again, in 
the commune of Molines, Grosse Pierre, and 
Fousillarde, are at the very furthest point of 
vegetation, and there is nothing fit for mortal 
to take refuge in, between San Veran and the 
eternal snows which mantle the pinnacles of 
Mont Viso. 

“In the page which records his arrival at 
the humble white cottage, which had been 
recently prepared for the pastor, in La Chalp, 
Neff has not inserted any observation about 
the comforts or conveniences of the habita- 
tion designed for his future dwelling-place. 
It is a small low building, without any thing 
to distinguish it but its white front; such at 
least was its aspect when I saw it: but there 
was an air of cheerfulness in its situation, 


the snowy peaks of Mont Viso of dazzling|facing the south, and standing in a warm 
white, and, in the foreground, the rustic|sunny spot, which contrasted strongly with 


the dismal hovels of Dormilleuse, where he 
afterwards spent most of the winter months. 
It is most probable that he found it totally 
devoid of every thing which administers to 
comfort, beyond locality; for a memorandum, 
writien a few days after his arrival, mentions 
his having made a journey to Guillestre, for 
the purchase of some household utensils. 
Once for all, therefore, I may remark, that 
the reader, whose notions of the happiness of 
a pastor's life have been formed in the smiling 
parsonage, or snug manse, or who has consi- 
dered it as deriving its enjoyment from a state 
of blissful repose and peacefulness, has widely 
erred from the mark in Neff’s case. His 
happiness was to be busily employed in 
bringing souls to God: he seems not to have 
set the slightest value on any of the comforts 
of a home: or, if he valued them, to have 
sacrificed them cheerfully to his sense of 
duty. One of the principal charms in the 
recital of a good clergyman’s life, is the 
character of the clergyman at home. But 
Neff had none of the comforts of this life to 
cheer him. No family endearmenté w>leomed 
him to a peaceful fireside after the toils of the 
day: nothing of earthly softness smoothed 
His was a career of 


vents your being crushed by their fall. Much| directed him to his pastoral dwelling-place,| anxiety, unmitigated and unconsoled by any 
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34 THE FRIEND. 
To —________ 
thing but a sense of duties performed, and of} seven to ten inches deep, and the wind, which [Oy she moral tendency of the Levitical Institu- 
acceptance with God. The commune of|blew a hurricane, raised and tossed it about tions. 
Arvieux, and the cheerful hamlets of La Chalp|inclouds. Not a trace could be secn of the} But the defender of the inspiration of the 
and Brunichard, were the brightest spots in|paths, and I was six hours performing twelve | Mosaic writings will not be content to rest his 
his extengive parish ; but they were not the|miles. But this was the only bad journey|cause solely upon exculpatory arguments. 
fairest to his eye, for he complains in several |that I have yet made in the Alps, and not-|'Those compositions profess to be the dicta- 
of his letters, that the people there were spoilt | withstanding the exposure, I arrived perfectly | tion of almighty wisdom ; and if that assertion 
by the advantages of their situation, and were | well at San Veran, and held a meeting in the|be correct, we may reasonably expect to find, 
by no means so well inclined to profit by his|evening. The next day I preached in the|in the character of their precepts, some inter- 
instructions, as the inhabitants of less favour-|church, catechised in the afternoon, and|nal proof and indication of the pure source 
ed spots. assembled some willing hearers around me in|from which they emanated. Now, on this 
“ The natives of Arvieux itself are almost|the evening, whom I addressed on the one | point, the course before us is an easy one. 
all Roman catholics, those of La Chalp and |thing needful, so that I did not Jose a single| Christianity, we know, was not introduced 
Brunichard are, for the most part, protestants. |hour in this commune, during my stay there.|into the world until after the expiration of at 
There were eight families in the former, and |It is the highest, and consequently the most least four thousand years from the time of its 
eighteen in the latter, who waited on Neff’s|pious village in the valley of Queyras ; in fact,|creation. During that long period, with the 
ministry ; and two families in a small hamlet |it is said to be the most elevated in Europe,|single exception of the patriarchal families, 
between Arvieux and Chateau Queyras, were |and it is a provincial saying, relating to the | previous to the era of Moses, and of the Jew- 
converted from the Romish to the protestant |mountain of San Veran, “ La piualta ou ]’im-|ish nation, subsequently to that time, the hu- 
faith, by the force of his reasoning, and the|indgent pan,” i. e.it is the highest spot where |man mind had to form its own opinions upon 
consistency of his holy life. His gentle|breadis eaten. The air is sharp, but though|the great questions of religion and morals, 
spirit had no relish for that kind of contro-|it was the 25th of January, the weather was|from the conclusions of the light of nature 
versy, whose object is the mere triumph over|so fine that the snow melted on the ground jonly, unless we admit also, the not improba- 
an adversary by the force of argument; and|as it does in April. There are about twenty-jble supposition, that some remnants of origi- 
his success among the members of the other|three protestant families here. ‘The men are |nal tradition contributed their aid towards the 
church, which was far greater than was ever|intelligent, well read in Scripture, and very | formation of the schools of ancient philosophy. 
known before in the different quarters where |anxious to converse on spiritual subjects. | Let, then, the infidel give us in support of our 
he explained the word of God, proceeded in|Some of the women are the same, but for the |argument, the single book of the Old Testa- 
a great measure, from the mild and affectionate | most part the females are ignorant, and con-|ment, or even the writings of Moses only, and 
manner in which he directed to the only|fined in their notions, through the whole of|let him take the full benefit of all the occa- 
name, in whom and through whom they might|this country. I have been much gratified by|sional sublime morality, and all the theology 
receive health and salvation. The impression|my excursions to this place, which I have|which he can find in the works of the philoso- 
which he left behind him, even in this quar-|already visited four or five times.’ phers and moralists of heathenism, from the 
ter, where he thought that he did not perceive} “The date of these observations was the |earliest period of history down to that of the 
the most abundant fruits of his ministry,|10th of February, so that from the 16th of|ministry of Christ. No doubt he will find 
continued to be discerned when I visited|January, in the course of twenty-five days,|there much which every Christian will admire 
Arvieux in 1829, in the amicable relation|this indefatigable servant of God had paid|and approve, for we have St. Paul’s own war- 
which still subsisted between the Roman/|four visits, at the least, to his flock at San|rant for the assertion, that there was enough 
catholics and protestants of the commune.|Veran, having, during the same period, as I/of soundness in the wisdom of those remarka- 
The kindest interchange of friendly and|shall presently show, displayed an equal share | ble men, to render the plea of ignorance una- 
charitable offices took place between them:|of anxiety for his parishioners in quarters|vailable to those who, notwithstanding such 
the children of the two churches went to the|still more distant. It was by these means/helps, continued in the commission of sin.— 
same schools, and read the Bible together, |that he was so successful in winning souls,|Still, however, we may confidently challenge 
without interruption ; and a young man, who|/and having favour with the people: he was|the Augustan age itself to produce, if it can, 
would not quit my side for a whole day, when |in constant intercourse with them, going from |by selection from all the works of all the an- 
he found that I took an interest in his late|house to house ; praying with the sick, dis-|cients, a code of morals and theology, at all 
venerated pastor, spoke of the Curé as a kind|coursing with those in health on religious|approaching in excellence to that contained 
good man, whom every body respected. topics, and inspiring a relish for pious con-}in the single Jaw of Moses, written, be it re- 
“Jt was on Friday, the 16th of January,}versation, and instructing the young with all|membered, almost in the world’s very infancy, 
1824, that Neffestablished himself at La Chalp, |the tenderness and assiduity of a parent. The|and when Greece and Italy lay, as yet, im- 
as the pastor of the section of Arvieux; on the |reception which he met at San Veran, was|mersed in the deepest barbarism. Had we, 
Monday following we find him, a second time |exactly what might be expected from the|in fact, nothing to produce but the Decalogue 
within four days, encountering the fearful |descendants of those men, who used to put|itself, we should feel no anxiety for the issue 
pass of the Guil, and on the evening of the|their own lives in jeopardy by receiving the|of the challenge. It may be said indeed, with 
same day looking after his little flock at Vars,|fugitive Vandois pastors, when they were| reference to this last observation, that the doc- 
twenty miles from Arvieux. He remained at |obliged to fly from persecution in their own)trine of the unity of the Godhead, and the 
Vars on the Tuesday, and part of Wednesday, | valleys, and a day’s journey by the pass of|great laws of social morality, may be found as 
organizing little associations for mutual in-| Mont Viso, or the Col de la Croix, brought! fully and explicitly stated in the works of the f 
struction during his absence. On Thursday |them to this secluded village. It is so se-| better heathen ethical writers, as in those Two 
and Friday in the same week, he was at his|cluded, so fenced in by rock and mountain} Tables. But, admitting that the more ob- 
post again-at Arvieux, La Chalp, and Bruni-|barriers, that up to this hour there is not a] vious injunctions and prohibitions may be as 
chard, catechising the children, and making |road approaching it over which a wheel has| clearly expressed elsewhere, the existence of 
himself acquainted with his people ; and on|ever passed. Thus situated, on the very|the second and tenth commandments would, 
Saturday, in spite of a fall of snow, and a/|outskirts of human society, and at a distance] we think, completely bear out our case. Other 
storm of wind which swept the valley, he|from its vices, refinements, and luxuries, its| legislators may have asserted the unity of the 
directed his steps towards San Veran, that he | natives rarely quit their own haunts to settle/Supreme Being, and his claim to priority of 
might take the earliest opportunity of ad-|elsewhere; and strangers have no attraction} worship: but we very much doubt whether 
ministering the public Sunday service in the |to guide them to a corner, where none of the| any precept, excepting that of Moses, can be 
church, which was situated in the farthest|comforts, and very few of the conveniences] quoted, which anticipates the first commenc- 
western boundary of his parish, twelve miles|of life, have yet been introduced.” ing germ of the principle of idolatry within 
from his head quarters. 4 (To be continued.) the heart, by pointing out and guarding against 
«“*The snow,’ says his journal, ‘ was from =e the tendency to polytheism, produced by the 
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toleration of a more limited veneration of in-|they may teach their children. And ye came! go, and take the young to thee ; that it may 
ferior beings ; or which, after denouncing the| near, and stood under the mountain, and the! be well with thee, and that thou mayest pro- 
various overt acts of positive and practical| mountain burned with fire unto the midst of|long thy days.”* “No man shall take the 
immorality, proceeds to subject the mere la-| heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick dark-|nether or the upper millstone to pledge, for 
tent wish, the unripened, and, as yet, unopera-|ness. And the Lord spake unto you out of| he taketh a man’s life to pledge. When thou 
tive desire to the same uncompromising cen-| the midst of the fire. Ye heard the voice of| dost lend thy brother any thing, thou shalt not 
sure. We learn, from Josephus, the strong|the words, but saw no similitude: only ye| go into his house to fetch his pledge. Thou 
effect produced upon the Jewish nation, even| heard a voice. And he declared unto you his| shalt stand abroad, and the man to whom thou 
at the latter period of their existence, by the| covenant, which he commands you to perform,| dost lend shall bring out the pledge abroad 
prohibitive injunction of the second command-| even ten commandments, and he wrote them|unto thee. And if the man be poor, thou 
ment of the Decalogue, in the case of the re-| upon two tables of stone. And the Lord) shalt not sleep with his pledge: in any case, 
sistance which they made to the innovations} commanded me at that time to teach you sta-| thou shalt deliver him the pledge again when 
of Herod, upon the mere introduction by him) tutes and judgments, that ye might do them in| the sun goeth down, that he may sleep in his 
of trophies, bearing a very rude resemblance} the land whether ye go over to possess it.—|own raiment, and bless thee: and it shall be 
to the human form, within the walls of Jerusa-| Take ye, therefore, good heed unto yourselyes;| righteousness unto thee before the Lord thy 
lem; and we cannot but contrast the benefi-| for ye saw no manner of similitude on the day| God. Thou shalt not oppress an hired ser- 
cial result of this feeling of extreme caution| that the Lord spake unto me in Horeb, out of | vant that is poor and needy, whether he be of 
on so nice a point in that people, with the|the midst of the fire, lest ye corrupt yourselves,| thy brethren, or of thy strangers that are in 
gross abuses which have eventually attended|and make you a graven image, the similitude| thy land within thy gates. At his day shalt 
seemingly harmless deviations from the strict-|of any figure, the likeness of male or female,\thou give him bis hire, neither shall the sun 
ness of this rule in the instance of the Church| the likeness of any beast that is on the earth,| go down upon it ; for he is poor, and setteth 
of Rome. It was surely no human wisdom) the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in| his heart upon it: lest he cry against thee unto 
which, at so early and dark an era as that of| the air; the likeness of any thing that creep-| the Lord, and it be sinunto thee. Thou shalt 
Moses, detected one of the most deceitful] eth on the ground, the likeness of any fish that| not pervert the judgment of the stranger, nor 
principles of the human breast, and anticipated | is in the waters beneath the earth ; and lest| of the fatherless, nor take the widow’s raiment 
the coming mischief by a cautious and effec-| thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when|to pledge ; but thou shalt remember that thou 
tual prospective enactment. Let us take/|thou seest the sun and the moon and the stars,| wast a bondman in Egypt, and the Lord thy 
another instance in point. Even in the writ-| even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven|God redeemed thee thence: therefore I com- 
ings of Cicero, we find the Stoic Balbus in-|to worship them, and serve them, which the| mand thee to do this thing. When thou’ cut- 
troduced, as maintaining the theory of the di-| Lord thy God hath divided unto all nations} test down thine harvest in thy field, and hast 
vine nature of the sun, and the other heavenly | under the whole heayen.”’* forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go 
bodies, and of their claim to our reverence as| ‘“ Crudele gladiatorum spectaculum et inhu-| again to fetch it; it shall be for the stranger, 
such. Such was the purest form of theology; manum nonnullis videri solet, et haud scio, an\ for the fatherless, and for the widow ; that the 
at Rome, at a period little antecedent to our} ita sit ut nunc fit,” is again the cold-blooded| Lord may bless thee in all the work of thine 
Saviour’s nativity. Nor can any one read the| remark of the above-mentioned accomplished| hands. When thou beatest thine olive tree, 
alleged conversations of that truly remarkable} Roman philosopher, on the subject of the|thou shalt not go over the boughs again: it 
man now alluded to, with his contemporary | atrocious amusements of the amphitheatre, at} shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and 
philosophers, on these sublime subjects, with-|the period of Rome’s highest state of social! for the widow. When thou gatherest the 
out perceiving how much more the great/refinement. Compare with this the following| grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean it 
questions of religion appear to have been con-| noble, sublime, and beautiful passages Trom| afterward : it shall be for the stranger, for the 
sidered by them rather as matters of curious} the Mosaic writings : “* Whoso sheddeth man’s| fatherless, and for the widow ; and thou shalt 
and abstract discussion, than as any thing in| blood, by man shall his blood be shed.’’+; remember that thou wast a bondman in the 
which they, as responible beings, bad a vested|“* When ye reap the harvests of your land,|land of Egypt, therefore I command thee to 
and most momentous interest. In opposition) thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy|do this thing.”’*t ‘There is no need of apology 
to such cold and unprofitable skirmishing of] field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings| for the length of these truly beautiful extracts. 
the intellect, let us quote the surprisingly vivid| of thy harvest ; and thou shalt not glean thy| We will add one short passage more, which is 
and soul-stirring appeal of the Jewish legisla-| vineyard :—thou shalt leave them for the poor| remarkable, when we consider the oppressive 
tor on this self-same point. “ Behold, | have|and stranger. I am the Lord your God.| Egyptian bondage, from which the Israelites 
taught you statutes and judgments, even as the) Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither| had recently escaped, for the truly Christian 
Lord my God commanded me, that ye should| rob him: the wages of him that is hired shall| feeling of generosity and forbearance which it 
do so in the land whither ye go to possess it.| not abide with thee all night until the morning.| expresses. “ ‘Thou shalt not abhor an Edom- 
Keep, therefore, and do them, for this is your| Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stum-| ite, for he is thy brother ; thou shalt not abhor 
wisdom and understanding in the sight of the) bling block before the blind, but shalt fear thy|an Egyptian, because thou wast a stranger in 
nations, which shall hear all these statutes,;God. I am the Lord. Ye shall do no un-| his land.’’t 
and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and| righteousness in judgment ; thou shalt not re-| It is quite impossible, we conceive, to read 
understanding people. For what nation is| spect the person of the poor, nor honour the|these splendid touches of kindly feeling and 
there so great, which hath God so nigh unto| person of the mighty, but in righteousness|sublime piety, without acknowledging their 
them, as the Lord our God is in all things that} shalt thou judge thy neighbour. Thou shalt|immeasurable superiority to any of the most 
we call upon him for? And what nation is} not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the|elaborate productions of Pagan civilization. 
there so great, and hath statutes and judg-|children of thy people, but thou shalt leve| And if so, the inquiry, naturally follows, “ To 
ments so righteous, as all this law which I set| thy neighbour as thyself. I am the Lord.”{}what are we to attribute this superiority?” 
before you thi§ day? Only take heed to thy-|‘* Thou shalt not see thy brother’s ass or his|Grant the inspiration of the passages in ques- 
self, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou for-| ox fall down by the way, and hide thyself from) tion, and the difficulty is at once removed. 
get the things which thine eyes have seen, and) them ; thou shalt surely help him to lift them) But without the aid of this satisfactory solu- 
lest they depart from thy heart all the days of} up again. If a bird’s nest chance to be be-| tion, the exquisite morality which marks these 
thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy| fore thee in the way in any tree, or on the| most ancient of all human compositions must 
son’s sons. Specially the day that thou stood-| ground, whether they be young ones or eggs,|be admitted to present an anomaly which it 
est before the Lord thy God in Horeb, when| and the dam sitting upon the young or upon| seems perfectly impossible to account for upon 
the Lord said unto me, Gather me the people| the eggs, thou shalt not take the dam with the| any natural principle. 
together, and I will make them hear my words, | young ; but thou shalt in any wise let the dam (To be continued.) 
that they may learn to fear me all the days 
that they shall live upon the earth, and that * Deut.iv, +t Genix.6. + Lev. xix. * Deut. xxii, 
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For “ The Friend."* 
INTERCOURSE WITH THE WORLD. 


I am ‘much pleased at finding that 8. T. 
has brought into notice, through the columns 
of “The Friend,” several deeply interesting 
subjects, which have been causes of lamenta- 
tion to some in our Society, who have scarce- 
ly known how to bear their exercises .in 
silence, and yet have not ventured to lay them 
before their brethren. After perusing his last 
number on “Intercourse with the World,” I 
was led to look a little at the dangers and 
temptations to which those of our Society are 
exposed, who are engaged in what is culled 


professional business, viz. law and medicine. 


In the former, happily, but few members are 
engaged ; in the latter, however, many of our 
Society are employed; and several bright ex- 
amples has that profession afforded, of men 
who carried into all circles the cross of their 
Master, and were not ashamed to own him in 
the opulent mansions of the rich, amid the 
complimentary salutations of fashionable so- 
ciety, and who did not dare to leave his cross 
at the door when they entered the dwellings 
of those who sat light by his name. While 
meditating upon the subject, the recollection 
of Drs. Samuel Powel Griffitts and Samuel 
Enmlen was brought sweetly to mind, and the 


desire prevailed that others in the same line of] fixed that it requires a great struggle to rise 


life “might follow them as they followed 
Christ ;*’ that the younger members, especial- 


ly, of a profession honoured by the practice of) exposed to this evil. It is seldom the case, 


the Physician of Value, who went about 
“healing the sick,” would draw liberally from 
the inexhaustible stores of his knowledge ; 
then, indeed, they might often find occasion, 
while prescribing for the diseases of the body, 
to administer to the maladies of the mind. 





From the New York Evangelist. 
One hundred and thirty-ninth Psalm. 


O Thou, to whose all-sceing eye 
My inmost thoughts and actions lie 
posed in every part; 
All that I am, or e’er have been, 
My going out and coming in, 
My love of self and love of sin— 
Thou searchest all my heart. 


Where can I from thy Spirit flee? 

Or from thy presence cease tu be 
Encircled in thy hand? 

If all my powers could upward rise, 

Above the star-bespangled skies, 

There should | meet thy piercing eyes, 
And in thy presence stand. 


Should I descend to depths below, 
Or flee beyond the waves that flow, 
Or seek the darkest shade, 
No darkness can obscure thine eye ; 
No distance where my thoughts may fly, 
Nor aught in ocean, earth, or sky, 
Thy notice can evade. 


Nor less thy power and wisdom claim, 
The honours of my mortal frame, 
A product of thy skill! 
The various parts in one combined, 
The thousand springs in action joined, 
Subservient to the nobler mind, 
Obedient to its will. 
And now, my soul, look back and trace 
Those precious visits of his grace, 
Reflected from above ; 
I might with equal ease explore 
And count the sand upon the shore, 


| 
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As number all my mercies o’er, 
Or speak thy boundless love. 


Search me, O Lord, and try my heart, 


Thy favour and thy love impart, 
My many sins forgive ; 

Reclaim my feet whene’er I stray, 

And guide me in that verfect way 





the God from whom we receive all our bless 
ings requires us to study the comfort and 
welfare of his whole family, it is surely impor- 
tant, that we neglect not to seek for and 
improve opportunities of ‘manifesting our 
gratitude to Him for the mercies we enjoy, by 






































Which leads to life and endless day ; 


contributing our share whether in time, money, 
There may I ever live. 


or mental or corporal exertion, toward doing 
good to the creatures he has made. It is an 
instructive and solemn lesson, taught by our 
BIBLE AND TRACT ASSOCIATIONS. blessed Saviour in his description of the awful 
I have been gratified in observing the exer-|8ceaery of the last day, that those who were 
tions which the ‘I'ract Association of Friends|Placed on the left hand are represented as 
is making to establish auxiliary branches in| ™ainly deficient in works of charity and mercy. 
different parts of the country, and thus to|“ 1 was an hungered,” said he to them, “and 
disseminate more widely the valuable sheets|Y€ gave me no meat. I was thirsty, and ye 
which its managers publish. There cannot|@ve me no drink. I wasa stronger, and ye 
be a doubt, that it is a Christian duty to con- took me not in,—naked, and ye clothed me 
tribute a portion of our time and money in aid|®°t,—sick and in prison, and ye visited me 
of those works of charity, benevolence, or|0t ;”—and though they, as well as we, might 
utility, which have for their end the improve-| Plead that we had never seen Him in any of 
ment of the moral, physical, or intellectual| those painful circumstances, and refused to 
condition of our fellow creatures. 1am some-| ™inister to his need, yet he answered them, 
times afraid, that the members of our Society|‘* Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye did 
are not sufficiently impressed with the serious-|!t not to one of the least of these, ye did it not 
ness and importance of this duty, and that|to me” 
from the circumstance of not being frequently|_ Entertaining these views of the subject, I 
called on to contribute, they acquire the habit|have often wished that we could be more 
of not giving, which at length becomes so thoroughly awakened respecting it. We want 
something to arouse us from the ease and in- 
difference in which we have long been slumb- 
ering—to break us off from the pursuits of 
business, and lead us into a course of active 
and useful benevolence. In this point of view 
I think the Bible and ‘Tract Associations might 
become extensively usetul to Friends, in the 
country especially so, and to render them more 
attractive and interesting, | would propose 
that they should be united inone. ‘This would 
give them more business to attend to at their 
meetings, open a wider field for their exertions, 
and probably bring to light persons and places 
where Bibles and tracts might be advantage- 
ously distributed, which would otherwise be 
neglected. I would propose, therefore, that 
in all places where Bible and Tract Associa- 
tions already exist, distinct from each other, 
they should meet and coalesce into owe society, 
each member contributing as much as he now 
does to the funds of each, of which a sepa- 
rate account should be kept by the treasurer. 
And that each Bible association formed where 
there is no Tract Society, should hold a meet- 
ing, invite the co-operation of Friends gene- 
rally, and organise itself into an auxiliary Bible 
and ‘Tract association,—and so likewise with 
Tract associations formed where there are no 
Bible Societies. It appears to me that many 
advantages would result from this course. 
Considerable difficulty is experienced in col- 
lecting Friends in the country from a circuit 
of six or eight miles, and if two meetings are 
to be held instead of one, the difficulty will of 
course be doubled. When they assemble, and 
perhaps some have used considerable exertions 
to get there, the amount of business to be done 
is so small, that it seems scarcely worth riding 
so far, and proves a discouragement to their 
future attendance. Both these inconveniences, 
I think, might be remedied and a much greater 
amount of good effected by adopting the pro- 
posed plan. Cc. 





For “The Friend.” 


above its influence. Our friends in country 
places, from their local situation, are much 


that general subscriptions, either of time or 
money, are set on foot in a country neighbour- 
hood ; and when it does happen, the amount 
to be raised is mostly small. Now, without 
the least intention of questioning the liberality 
of Eriends so situated, | think it is evident, 
that from this cause the habit of seldom con- 
tributing, or giving very sparingly, would readi- 
ly be contracted, and this without any churlish 
or uncharitable disposition on the part of the 
individuals. With a view to counteract this 
tendency, and to keep alive a tender sensibility 
to the privations and wants of our fellow men, 
we should seek out objects of charity,—and 
avail ourselves of every suitable opening for 
rendering assistance in promoting the general 
goud of the human family. Persons in real 
distress, and to whom a little kind attention 
would be a great consolation, may be found in 
almost every neighbourhood, and there are 
means of spreading religious, moral, or general 
knowledge among the people, that lie within 
the reach of most men.- Nor should it dis- 
courage us from such attempts, that we are not 
able to give a large sum. ‘The cultivation o 
benevolent feelings does not require that our 
coffers should overflow with wealth, though 
where this is the case, the possession of those 
feelings and the proper exercise of them, will 
impel us to devote much of our abundance to 
the relief of others. 

The frequency of our acts of charity rather 
than the amount we give, is what cherishes 
Christian benevolence—and establishes the 
habit of ministering to the comfort and im- 
provement of our fellow creatures. When we 
consider that we were not placed in this world 
solely for our own gratification, or to consult 
exclusively our own interest, but that duty to 
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For “The Friend.” | recommended all men to yield to its convict-| godliness. ‘That has been long lost by tania 
RECURRENCE TO FIRST PRINCIPLES, | ing, renovating influence. “ Mind the light”| departing from that principle and seed of life 





The principal message which the early| was their frequent exhortation. As it gave 


Quakers were commissioned to promulgate, 


was the universal manifestation of the light of 


Christ in the heart, and the necessity of obe- 
dience to it. In proof of the doctrine they 
referred to the Holy Scriptures, particularly 
those parts written by the evangelist John, 
respecting the divinity of ovr Lord—* In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men:” 
“That was the true light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world.” So 
common was it to adduce this plain authority 
for their doctrine, that it was called the Qua- 
kers’ text. “ 
The distraction on religious subjects which 
prevailed among all denominations was so 
, at the time our Society took its rise, 
that Justice Hotham told George Fox, if God 










































them the victory over their hearts’ lusts, they 
maintained the necessity and the practicability 
of becoming free from sin in this life, that, 


that is in man, and which man has not re- 
garded, but lost the sense of, and in and by 
which he can only be quickened in his mind 
to serve the living God in newness of life. 


being thus prepared for the communion of| For as the life of religion was lost, and the 


the Holy Spirit, they might have their fruit 


unto holiness, and the end everlasting happi- 
ness. 

“T have already touched upon their funda- 
mental principle,” continues W. P., “ which is 


as the corner stone of their fabric; and to 
speak eminently and properly, their charac- 


teristic or main distinguishing point or prin- 


ciple, viz: the light of Christ within as God’s 
gift for man’s salvation. 


This, I say, is as 
the root of the goodly tree of doctrines that 


grew and branched out from it, which I shall 


now mention in their natural and experimen- 


generality lived and worshipped God after. 
their own wills, and not after the will of Ged, 
northe mind of Christ, which stood in the 
works and fruits of the Holy Spirit; so that 
which they pressed was not notion but experi- 
ence, not formality but godliness; as being 
sensible in themselves, through the work of 
God’s righteous judgments, that without holi- 
ness no man should ever see the Lord with 
comfort.” 

The term light appears to be used to desig- 
nate the first manifestations of the Holy 
Spirit in the heart, showing man his benighted 


r had not raised up this principle of light and|tal order. First, repentance from dead works|condition, and as a guide to his path in the 
) life which he preached, the nation would have) to serve the living God, which comprehends| regeneration. It was also applied to our 
' been overrun with ranterism, and all the jus-|three operations. First, a sight of sin;|Lord in his incarnation and preaching to the 
tices could not have stopped it with all their! secondly, a sense and godly sorrow for it;| people of Israel, many of whom were sunk in 
t laws ; ‘‘ because,” said he, “ they would have/ thirdly, an amendment for the time to come.|darkness and ignorance of the true God. 

said as we said, and done as we commanded, | This. was the repentance they preached and| Zachariah, pointing out the duties of the fore- 
[ and yet have kept their own principle still. | pressed, and a natural result from the princi-| runner of the Messiah, says, “ Thou shalt go 
2 But this principle of truth overthrows their| ple they turned all people unto. For of light| before the face of the Lord to prepare his 
t principle in the root and ground thereof.” He} came sight, and of sight came sense and sor-| ways; to give knowledge of salvation unto 
, further said, “he had known that principle| row; and of sense and sorrow came amend-|his people by the remission of their sins, 
\ these ten years, and was glad the Lord did} ment of, life: which doctrine of repentance] through the tender mercy of our God; where- 
f now send his servants to publish it abroad to/ leads to justification; that is, forgiveness of| by the day-spring from on high hath visited 
: the people.” Though high in their profession| the sins that are passed through Christ, the| us, to give light to them that sit in darkness 
y of the fundamental doctrines of Holy Serip-| alone propitiation; and the sanctification or|and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
t tures, to which they attached great import-| purgation of the soul from the defiling nature|into the way of peace.” Our Lord himself 
e ance, too many, nevertheless, lived in sin and| and habits of sin present, which is justifica-| declared, “I am the light of the world, he 
e even open immorality, practising a formal|tion in the complete sense of that word ;|that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, 
e ceremonious worship, and claiming the merits| comprehending both justification from the/ but shall have the light of life.” “ While ye 
d of the Holy Redeemer to cancel their iniqui-| guilt of the sins that are past, as if they had/ have the light believe in the light, that ye 
r ties, without having undergone a change of| never been committed, through the love and| may be the children of light.” “And this: is 
‘, heart, or believing it possible to be made free! mercy of God in Christ Jesus ; and the crea-| the condemnation, that light is come into the 
8 from sin on this side the grave. But Friends} tures being made inwardly just, through the| world, and men loved darkness rather than 
)- having become “changed men before they| cleansing and sanctifying power and spirit of| light because their deeds were evil.” “ For 
e went about to change others,” preached up|Christ revealed in the soul, which is com-|every one that dveth evil hateth the light, 
it the “light within,” as a divine operative|monly called sanctification. From hencej neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
t- principle, which, discovering sin and commu-| sprang a second doctrine they were led to i. But he that doeth truth 
r, nicating power to overcome it, struck at an| declare, as the mark of the prize of the high|cometh to the light, that his deeds may be 
y, empty profession, and rendered those who calling of all true Christians, viz: perfection| made manifest that they are wrought in God.” 
w obeyed its requisitions altogether independent] from sin, according to the Scriptures of truth,| By this divine light the mists of darkness and 
a- of a corrupt clergy. “ ‘This gift and grace of| which. testify it to be the end of Christ’s com-| deception which surround the unregenerate 
r. God to salvation, that appears to all, though| ing and the nature of his kingdom, and for| mind are dispelled, and man is enabled to see 
re few regard it, the traditional Christian,” says| which bis spirit was given. But they never| his real condition. Without it he must 
t- W. Penn, “ conceited of himself, and strong in| held a perfection in wisdom and glory in this} remain in total obscurity, destitute of any 
e- his own will and righteousness, and overcome | life, or from natural infirmities or death, as| solid ground on which he can:build his hope 
le with blind zeal and passion, either despised|some have with a weak or ill mind imagined| of salvation. To partake of the fulness of 
th as alow and common thing, or opposed as a|and insinuated against them. This they|the blessing which this heavenly visitant 
10 novelty under many, hard names and oppro-| called a redeemed state, regeneration, or the| would confer, obedience must be given to its 
ny brious terms; denying in his ignorant and| new birth; teaching every where according|reproofs and to its requisitions. Not only 
e. angry mind any fresh manifestation of God’s|to their foundation, that without this work | does it show to man his duty, but to as many 
»I- power and spirit in man in these days, though} were known, there was no inheriting the|as receive it, it imparts Power to come out 
sit never more needed to make true Christians.”’| kingdom of God. Third, to an acknowledg-| of their corrupt ways, and to enter upon their 
re The priests derided the doctrine, and exaspe-| ment of eternal rewards and punishments, as} spiritual journey towards the heavenly Canaan. 
of rated at the inflexible perseverance of the|they have good reason ; for else, of all people| A single step can not be taken without it, 
nd simple unlearned Quakers, persecuted them| certainly they must be the most miserable,|but to the obedient soul it opens new and 
ns “especially in the northern parts of England,| who have been exceeding great sufferers for|clearer perceptions, purifies and directs the 
ne yet God was pleased so to fill them with his|their profession, and in some cases treated | affections to other objects, and inspires with 
ng living power, and give them such an open|worse than the worst of men; yea, as the| faith inthe mercy and power of the Captain 
bir door of utterance in his service, that there} refuse and offscouring of all things. This|of salvation. Such a change is wrought un- 
2s, was a mighty convincement over those parts.”| was the purport of their doctrine and minis-| der its illuminating and softenipg beams, that 
‘er In their own conversion they had proved the|try; which, for the most part, is what other|the soul is prostrated in love, an gratitude, 
0- virtue of this divine light which comes from| professors of Christianity pretend to hold in| and admiration, at the goodness of Him who 


Christ the sun of righteousness, and therefore 


words and forms, but not in the power of|‘ hath done great things” ¢ -it. This is the 
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commencement of the new creation, and he| Not a few who profess sincere love to the For “ The Friend.” 
that begen can perfect it, according to the| Redeemer, suffer the vigour of life to pass THE DECISION. 
working of his mighty power, whereby he is| away in fruitless lamentation over their diso- (Constated Sue gees 
fiot only able to quicken us from the dead,| bedience and consequent imperfection, till at After endeavouring to lessen the character 
but also to cause us to sit together in heavenly| last they conclude it can never be otherwise; |Of Judge Ewing as an upright and impartial 
places in Christ Jesus—to walk in newness} and, provided they constantly acknowledge | umpire in the matter in controversy between 
of life. themselves “ miserable sinners,” there may | Friends and the Hicksites, Evan Lewis pro- 
Christian perfection is an attainment evi-|be hope for them in the end. They wish to|ceeds to review on his opinion. With his 
dently required of the believer to press after,| trust in the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, |statement of the case, the exhibition of the 
and surely we are not called to that which) forgeting, however, too easily, that he did not original bill, the filing of the bill of interpleader, 
Divine Providence has placed out of our|come to save us in our sins, but to destroy |the answers of Hendrickson and Decow, and 
reach. “ Be ye perfect, as your Father which| the works of the devil which are in man—|the account of the origin of the school fund at 
is in heaven is perfect.” “Jin them, and|that he gave himself for us, that he might|Crosswicks, Evan has little fault to find—* all 
thou in me, that they may be made perfect| redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto|this,” he says, ‘is very fairly and correctly 
in one.” “Till we all come in the unity of| himself a peculiar people, zealous of good |stated, but that the following positions are dedu- 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of| works.” “Christ also loved the church and |Ccible from the facts stated is not quite so clear.”” 
God unto a perfect man, unto the measure of| gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and| The facts stated are those contained in the 
the stature of the fulness of Christ.’’ “* Whom| cleanse it by the washing of water by the word; | portion of the opinion of Judge Ewing which 
we preach, warning evéry man and teaching) that he might present it to himself a glorious| as inserted in the first number of the present 
every man in all wisdom, that we may present|church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any | Volume of “ ‘The Friend,” to which | refer the 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” “ Epa-|such thing; but that it should be holy and reader. Immediately following that quotation, 
phras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ,| without blemish.” he goes on to state, that a part of the school 
saluteth you, always labouring fervently for) 1¢ we fail to attain to this high calling, the |{wnd raised in the manner there described was 
you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and| cause must be in us, and not in him who hath|!oaned to Thomas L. Shotwell, and forms the 
te in all the will of God.” “ But the} invited us to glory and to virtue. As certainly subject of the pending controversy. Provision 
God of all grace, who has called us unto his} ag his light has shined in our hearts, he would |aving been made by the terms of the sub- 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye) perfect the purpose which is unspeakably scription as well as by the monthly meeting of 
have suffered awhile, make you perfect, sta-| noble, did we not prefer the indulgence of our | Chesterfield for the direction of the school, and 
blish, strengthen, settle you.” The necessity| yntoward wills before the Lord of life and|¥e care and preservation of the fund, the 
of being made free from sin in this life, through| glory. The work is deep and momentous, |"edisite officers were from time to time 
the baptisms of the Holy Spirit, was not only) and cannot be accomplished without an earn. |Chosen the trustees usually in the first month 
apoint of Christian doctrine, constantly urged|estness and thorough devotion, becoming|f each year; but no term appears to have 
by our early Friends, but which we have good] its jnfinite importance. Shall we then been fixed for the services of the treasurer, the 
reason to believe many of them realized in| whilst avowing the doctrines of the Bible |incumbent generally remaining in office until 
their experience. Doubtless those who make] and openly charactétised as advocates of| is functions ceased by death, resignation, or 
the greatest progress will have the humblest| Christ’s cause, suffer ourselves to be so|"emoval by the appointing body. Joseph Hen- 
opinion of their attainments. Even the|plinded by the god of this world, as to tar-|4tickson was duly appointed treasurer in the 
Apostle Paul, who was not a whit behind the/ nish with spots and blemishes the visible |Ye*" 1816. 
chiefest apostles, acknowledged he was no-| church, instead of contributing to its lustre by| __ Having detailed these facts, as Evan Lewis 
thing—that in his flesh dwelt no good thing-| devoting our talents and substance to his ser-|#¢knowledges, “ very fairly and correctly,” 
He also says, “not as though I had already|yice? No people are more solemnly bound |J¥dge Ewing says, “ There are some positions 
attained, either were already perfect, but I|to exhibit the fruits of the spirit in all holiness deducible from them, which are equally clear 
follow after, if that I may apprehend that for| of conversation, than we are, because none |2"¢ incontrovertible.” 
which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.|make so high pretension to its immediate|, ‘“ F%st- The money mentioned in the bond 
Brethren, | count not myself to have appre-| influence. Even in our exterior, we acknow- | Deng payable to Joseph Hendrickson, as trea- 
hended, but this one thing I do, forgetting) jedge the obligations of the cross by differing |SUFe" he has an indisputable right to claim and 
those things which are behind, and reaching upon principle from other professors in garb receive it, if he remains in that office. 
forth unto those things which are before, I| and language, but, alas! it requires little} “ Second. Inasmuch as he was duly ap- 
press towards the mark for the prize of the| penetration to discover the difference lies too | Pointed, which is unequivocally admitted by 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Those| much in exterior only. There has been no|*he pleadings, and inasmuch as the term of 
who steadfastly “follow after” perfection, period within the knowledge of any now office of treasurer does not cease by efflux of 
pressing towards the mark for the prize, are living, at which there was more need of look- time or by previous limitation, the legal pre- 
in a sense perfect, because they are fulfilling ing aiee the good old way in which our sumption is, that he remains in office until 
the duties required ; yet there may be much/ forefathers walked, and returning to it and |C°mpetent evidence of his due removal is given. 
for them to do and to leave undone, as in the} doing our first works. The Society has been| , Third. Such being the case, Joseph Hen- 
light they come to see more light, before} tried to its foundation many have slidden drickson is not required to produce farther 
they shall have reached the measure of per-| aside and left us, and these circumstances |°Vidence of his right to receive the money, or 
fection to which they are finally called.) ought to incite to a fervent and steady solici-|°F his continuance in office, or that he bas been 
Have we not reason to fear that this sinless] tude that we might profit by the warnin retained there by the competent authority ; 
state is too much Jost sight of, and that the proclaimed to one of the ancient Gueioet but whoever denies that right, or seeks to 
habit of thinking it unattainable and existing|« Be watchful and strengthen the things sustain any claim on the ground that he has 
only in theory, is spreading and fastening! hat remain that are ready to die, for I have ceased to be treasurer, ought to establish the 
upon us? Many appear to think they can| noe found thy works perfect before God.” round by lawful and sufficient proof. 
now serve God and mammon too,—that they Sane: “ Fourth. Inasmuch as Stacy Decow al- 


ean be heirs of both kingdoms—that of this leges that Joseph Hendrickson was removed 
world and the kingdom of heaven also.etbhat), =] | from office, and that he was appointed his 


the cross need not now be taken up in support) Maxerro,—On 5th day the 1&h of 10th month last. at Friends'| successor and treasurer of the school fund, 


. . meeting house, M oneck, Westchester . we . . 
of some testimonies against the language,| Brxeoict Canranren, to Puste Guirrin, all of that place, ~”|(and upon this removal and appointment, he 
manners, and customs of a degenerate world, 


rests, in answer, for the entire support of his 
which Friends in the beginning as fully be- 


lieved were required by their divine leader, | .2Ue> 70, the 26m of Sth month, last, Rover Taruon, & ae liaauead Gieeamnid aad canoe 
ir d leader, | member of Stillwater monthly meeting, Ohio. act and legality of this removal and appoint- 
as against war, or oaths, or hireling ministry. ment.” 
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It is to these deductions that E. Lewis’ 
objects as “ not quite so clear,” and to a mind 
blinded and perverted by prejudice we are not 
at all surprised, that the simplest and most 
natural deductions should be involved in ob- 
scurity. The fact is, that the positions make 
strongly against the Hicksite cause, and this 
is quite sufficient to deprive them of clearness 
and propriety in the estimation of the party. 
To persons, however: whose mental vision 
has not become thus clouded, the positions are 
so perfectly natural and easy, that they appear 
little less clear than axioms. Ah! but says 


Evan, “this seems to throw the burden of|to some quarterly meeting; the quarterly 


proof all on one side’’—in other words, it 
settles this point, that as Stacy Decow volun- 
tarily came forward and claimed the exclusive 
right to receive money which by the bond and 
mortgage was made payable to Joseph Hen- 
drickson, it was the duty of Decow to make 
out his case, and prove that he had a better 
right to the money than Hendrickson, against 
whom he claimed. The justice and reasona- 
bleness of this must strike any unprejudiced 
man at once—but it does not suit the Hicks- 
ites, who have more than once found “ the 
burden of proof,” of which E. Lewis complains, 
to be so heavy a load as to cause them to totter 
and fall under it. 

Judge Ewing proceeds to state, that the 
power of appointing and removing the trea- 
surer and other officers is vested in the Chester- 
field preparative meeting at Crosswicks—that 
this meeting is, and must be one and undivided 
—that is to say, there can be but one Chester- 
field preparative meeting entitled to exercise 
this power—and that on the 31st day of Ist 
month, 1828, a body, calling itself Chesterfield 
preparative meeting, did enter on its minutes 
a resolution, releasing Joseph Hendrickson 
from the office of treasurer, and appointing 
Stacy Decow to succeed him. He, then, 
proceeds— 

‘** We are now brought to the issue between 
these parties, and are enabled to propound for 
solution, the question on which their respective 
claims depend: Was this body the Chesterfield 
preparative meeting of Friends at Crosswicks, 
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“The meetings for business are four in| very foundation of the structure of discipline 


number, marked and distinguished by peculiar 
and characteristic differences; preparative, 
monthly, quarterly, and yearly. These are 
connected together, and rise in gradation and 
rank in the order of their enumeration. 
Each yearly meeting comprehends several 
quarterly meetings ; each quarterly meeting 
several monthly meetings ; and every monthly 
meeting embraces several of the lowest order, 
preparative meetings. The preparative meet- 
ing is connected with, and subordinate to, 
some monthly meeting ; the monthly meeting, 


meeting, to its-appropriate yearly meeting. 
The connection and subordination are consti- 
tutional and indispensable ; insomuch, that i 
any quarterly meeting withdraws itself from 
its proper yearly meeting, without being in 
due and regular manner united to some other 
yearly meeting, it ceases to be a quarterly 
meeting of the Society of Friends. In like 
manner of the other meetings, down to the 
lowest. So that if a preparative meeting 
withdraws from its peculiar monthly meeting, 
and does not unite with another of the same 


common head, or some other legal and con- 


stitutional head, or in other words, some 
acknowledged meeting, it does, from the mo- 
ment, and by the very act of withdrawal, 
cease to be a preparative meeting of the 
Society of Friends. 

“ The truth of the position I have thus laid 
down respecting connection and subordina- 
tion, will not, | presume, in the manner and 
to the full extent which I have stated, meet 
with any denial or doubt. Yet, as it is of 
considerable importance in the present cause, 
I shall show that it is established; first, by 
the constitution or discipline of the Society ; 
second, by their usages, or as they might be 
called in forensic language, cases in point, or 
precedents ; and lastly, by the opinion of the 
Society at large, so far as may be learned 
from the views of well-informed members. 

“In the first place, then, as proposed, let us 
look into the book of discipline. We find 
there the following clear and explicit lan- 


meant and mentioned in the establishment of| guage: ‘ For the more regular and effectual 


the school fund ? 
the successor and treasurer. If not, Joseph 
Hendrickson remains in office, and is entitled 
to the money.” 

In examining this question, the judge takes 
a view of the character, relative powers, &c. 
of our meetings for discipline, which is so lucid 
that I apprehend it must be acceptable to every 
reader. It is as follows, viz. 

“The meetings in the Society of Friends 
are of two kinds, for worship and for disci- 
pline, as they are sometimes called; or, in 
other words, for business. This distinction 
is sufficiently correct and precise for our 
present purposes, and it is not necessary to 
pause to consider of the suggestion I have 
read somewhere in the testimony or docu- 
ments in the cause, or perhaps heard from 
the counsel in argument, that every meeting 
for discipline is, in truth, a meeting for wor- 
ship, since he who cordially and faithfully 
performs any ecclesiastical duty, does thereby 
pay an act of adoration to the Almighty. 


If it was, Stacy Decow is|support of this order of the Society, besides 


the usual meetings for the purposes of divine 
worship, others are instituted subordinate to 
each other; such as, first, preparative meet- 
ings, which commonly consist of the members 
of a meeting for worship; second, monthly 



















raised upon it. The article on appeals speaks 
the same idea. A person aggrieved may ap- 
peal from the monthly meeting to the quar- 
terly meeting, and the monthly meeting are, 
in such case, to appoint a committee to show 
the reasons of their judgment and submit it 
there, where the judgment is to be confirmed 
or reversed. From the quarterly meeting, an 
appeal may be taken to the yearly meeting, 
where a committee are to attend with copies 
of the records of the monthly and quarterly 
meetings, and where the matter is to be finally 
determined ; and a copy of the determination 
is to be sent to the meeting from which the 
appeal came. In the article on meetings for 
discipline are contained the following clauses: 
‘The connection and subordination of our 
meetings fur discipline are thus—preparative 
meetings are accountable to the monthly; 
monthly to the quarterly ; and the quarterly 
to the yearly meeting. So that ifthe yearly 
meeting be at any time dissatisfied with the 
proceedings of any inferior meeting, or a 
quarterly meeting with the proceedings of 
either of its monthly meetings, or a monthly 
meeting with the proceedings of either of its 
preparative meetings, such meeting or meet- 
ings ought, with readiness and meekness, to 
render an account thereof when required.’ 
‘It is agreed, that no quarterly meeting be set 
up or laid down without the consent of the 
yearly meeting; no monthly meeting without 
the consent of the quarterly meeting ; nor any 
preparative or other meeting for business or 
worship, till application to the monthly meet- 
ing is first made, and when there approved, 
the consent of the quarterly meeting be also 
obtained.’ 

‘* Another clause requires monthly meetings 
to appoint representatives to attend the quar- 
terly meetings ; and that at least, four of each 
sex be appointed in every quarterly meeting 
to attend the yearly meeting. Another clause 
is in these words: ‘The use and design of 
preparative meetings is, in general, to digest 
and prepare business, as occasion may re- 
quire, which may be proper to be laid before 
the monthly meeting.’ 

“The connection and subordination of 
these meetings, aud their relative rank or 
station in ecclesiastical order, being thus 
plainly and conclusively shown and establish- 
ed by the highest authority, the revered and 
respected rule of government for this whole 


meetings, each of which commonly consists of| religious community, we may naturally ‘ex- 


several preparative mectings ; third, quarterly 


pect, what accordingly we find, numerous 


meetings, each of which consists of several of| instances of the exercise of authority, of the 


the monthly meetings ; and fourth, the yearly 
meeting, which comprises the whole.’ ‘ These 


subsistence of this connection, and of the 
fruits of this subordination, in the conduct 


meetings have all distinct allotments of ser-|towards each other, of the respective meet- 


vice.’ 
ings, and their subordination, in the manner 
I have suggested, are here most plainly and 
unequivocally shown and established. 


The connection of the several meet-| ings. 


From the examples which are abun- 


,dantly furnished us in the evidence, | shall 


select a very few, and I prefer, for obvious 


The! reasons, to take them from the minutes of 


place which this clause occupies in the disci-| Burlington and Chesterfield meetings. The 


pline or constitution, (and the latter name 


seems more familiar, or at least to comyay to 
professional minds more distinct ideas,) serves 


to illustrate its importance. It is mentioned 


constant intercourse by sepresentatives, and 
the frequent appointment and attendance of 
committees from the yearly fo the quarterly, 
and from the latter to inferior meetings, need 


at the commencement, as if, one of the first| only to be mentioned in general terms, to be 
truths to be taught and known—as if the | brought fresh to the remembrance of all-who 
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tine any thing of the ectleaindtics! history o 
their own times or of their predecessors, or 
who have perused the testimony and docu- 
ments before us. In second month, 1778, 
the quarterly meeting of Burlington directed 
the times of holding certain preparative meet- 
ings, so as to be convenient to a committee 
who were to visit them. In second month, 
1820, the quarterly meeting refused to allow 
the holding of an aflernoon meeting for wor- 
ship, in Trenton, and directed their clerk to 
inform the monthly meeting of Chesterfield of 
their determination. In 1821, the Trenton 
preparative meeting requested of the montbly 
meeting, permission to continue their after- 
noon sittings, and leave for one year was 
given. In fifth month, 1825, the quarterly 
meeting declared, that certain persons admit- 
ted into membership in Chesterfield monthly 
meeting, were not members, and the clerk 
was directed to communicate this conclusion 
to that meeting and to the individuals. In 
fifth month, 1825, the quarterly meeting an- 
nulled the proceedings of the Chesterfield 
monthly meeting respecting the reception of a 
person as one of its members. In eleventh 
month, 1825, Trenton afternoon meetings 
were discontinued by order of the monthly 
meeting. In fourth month, 1826, the Tren- 
ton preparative meeting requested permission 
to hold an afternoon sitting,-whick, at the next 
monthly meeting, was refused. In 1826, 
Thomas L. Shotwell, one of the parties in this 
cause, was disowned by the monthly meeting 
of Chesterfield. He appealed to the quarter- 
ly meeting of Burlington, where the disown- 
ment was confirmed. In the Chesterfield 
preparative meeting of sixth month, 1827, the 
extracts from the yearly meeting of fourth 
month, 1827, were produced and read. Con- 
tributions of money are statedly made, accord- 
ing to a prescribed ratio, and forwarded by 
the inferior to the superior meetings, and thus 
a stock, as it is called, is maintained in the 
yearly meeting. Occasional, or ex re nata, 
contributions have also at times been made. 
The yearly meeting of 1827, recommended 
the raising of a large sum, three thousand dol- 
lars, for a work of benevolence, and the pre- 
parative and monthly meetings of Chesterfield 
pursued the recommendation, and bore their 
usual and proportional part in carrying it into 
effect. 

A brief reference will show that individuals, 
as well as meetings and the book of discipline, 
recognise and maintain the connection and 
subordination of the several bodies in the so- 
ciety. In the pleadings of the parties in this 
cause, the position is stated by each of them, 
especially by the interpleading parties, Hen- 
drickson and Decow. To these documents, 
as far as the cause is concerned, it might suf- 
fice to refer, since whatever is admitted by 
both parties, is, as respects them, incontrover- 
tible. But a recurrence to the following 


posed to examine them at large. Samuel 
Bettle, 1 vol. 62, 63, 63; Samuel Parsons, |} 
vol. 170; Thomas Evans, 1 vol. 271, 272, 
311; John Gummere, 1 vol. 316; Samuel 
Craft, 1 vol. 334; Abraham Lower, 1 vol. 
379, 405; Halliday Jackson, 2 vol. 144, 178,|5 
191; Charles Stokes, 2 vol. 218, 229 ; Josiah 
Gaskill, 2 vol. 297; James Beown, 2 vel. 321, 
322. 
(To be continued.) 


To the Editor of ‘The Friend.” 


On looking over the last number of “The 
Friend,” which notices the perversions of Evan 
Lewis respecting the decision of the recent 
chancery suit in New Jersey, I could not but 
approve of the article; yet from what I have 
uniformly understood to be the actual facts, | 
have supposed the real truth might be stated 
in somewhat stronger relief than the writer of 
those remarks has placed it. 


I would, then, say, it is undeniably true, 
that the late Governor Vroom did not at all 
attempt to meddle with the merits of the 
cause, but carefully, and after much considera- 
tion, selected persons of known ability to 
whom to refer it; and even then did not give 
the matter to them until after conferring with 
the attornies of each party, and also after al- 
lowing them full time to consult their consti- 
tuents, (which no doubt was done) ; then, that 
he appointed, with the fullest and most entire 
concurrence of the Hicksite ccunsel, the late 
Charles Ewing and George K. Drake to hear 
every allegation which might be made to 
them, and to determine the cause according 
to the laws of the land. 


And now, because the decision is adverse 
to the usurpations of the Hicksites, this way- 
ward editor comes out with a tirade about 
presbyterian influence and partiality. So far 
were these from being even feared by the 
party during the discussion, or after the cause 
had been heard, that some of their leaders, 
who well knew the uprightness and integrity 
of the late chief justice, repeatedly uttered 
their confident boast that he would never de- 
cide adverse to their claims; others of them, 
also well acquainted with Justice Drake, 
vaunted that he would surely be with them; 
but now, finding their whole course to be ut- 
terly wrong, this pitiful attempt is resorted to, 
with a view to discredit the decision—to 
throw dust into the eyes of deluded votaries— 
and to prevent, if possible, their seeing the 
truth. The cry of sectarian bias is also 
raised, but it is well known that the late chie 
justice, though a truly pious man, and desir- 
ous to live in the fear and love of his heavenly 
Father, yet never saw his way sufficiently clear 
to permit him to join in church fellowship) residence 
with any religious society. 

The only conclusion, therefore, that the 





parts of the testimony, will show that what is| ©*°F of truth can come to respecting the de- 


said on this topic mm the pleadings, is the very 
language and sentiment of this whole religious 
community. For the sake of brevity, I will 
content myself with mentioning the names of;' 
the witnesses, and the pages of the printed vo- 
lumes, whither any one will resort who is dis- 





| cision is, that it is the fruit of patient delibera- 
tion on the facts brought into view, and is the 





result of evidence, law, and justice on upright 


minds. 


Puito Veriras. 
11th mo. 6th, 1832. 
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The yearly meeting of Baltimore convened 
on second day the 29th ultimo, and closed on 
5th day efternoon the Ist instant. It was 
smaller than last year, in consequence of the 
alarm respécting the cholera not having en- 
tirely subsided. We,are informed, that it 
was a favoured season, and that the important 
concerns which engaged the attention of 
Friends, were resulted in harmony and con- 
descension. Whilst the state of society was 
under consideration much exercise was felt, 
and Friends were exhorted to keep to first 
principles, and the necessity of recurring to pri- 
mitive practice was earnestly enforced. The 
meetings for worship were seasons of favour ; 
one held on 5th day peculiarly so ; a sense of 
the divine presence in solemn silence was 
spread over the assembly in a remarkable 
degree. Some encouraging accounts were 
received of one meeting in a remote part of 
the limits of the yearly meeting, which has 
recently manifested its intention, with the ex- 
ception of perhaps two or three individuals, of 
adhering to the ancient and long established 
yearly meeting. Several Friends in the mi- 
nistry from neighbouring yearly meetings, at- 
tended, with certificates or minutes from their 
friends at home. 

The imperfect morality of the institutions 
of Moses has sometimes proved a stumbling 
block in the way of sincere inquirers, and has 
been at all times a favourite theme of decla- 
mation with infidels and scoffers. We com- 
mence in our present number the publication 
of an argument on this subject, which forms 
two chapters of a late work of extraordinary 
merit, entitled “The Consistency of the whole 
scheme of Revelation with itself and with hu- 
man reason, by Philip Nicholas Shuttleworth, 
D. D.” The part which we have selected, 
is written with great ability and judgment, and 
the work itself deserves to be ranked with 
Paley’s Evidences and Watson’s Apology— 
among those finished performances to which 
time and criticism will but add value and au- 
thority. 


——— 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 

Visiting Managers for the month.—Joe] 
Woolman, near Frankford ; Thomas Bacon, 
190, north Front street ; Isaiah Hacker, 112, 
south Third street. 

Superintendants.—J. C. Redmond and wife. 

Attending Physicians.—Dr. Robert Mor- 
ton, 116, south Front street; Dr. Charles 
Evans, 102, Union street. 





Be ey Ny ~ gg Se apelin fi month last, at his 

in Oley, Berks county, aged about 78 years, Amos 

Lee, well known as a minister of the nb or esteemed 
for the simplicity and uprightnepe 

his mental powers fuited from the Seen von infirmi 


he was preserved under the influence of love during 
decay of nature. 


On the 8th of the 10th month, last, in the 71st year of his age, 
Ficus Lee, an approved elder of Exeter monthly meeting. 
relation to the decease of this our beloved Friend, we believe it 
by many, that a father has been taken 
constancy which marked the Poe 
of his duty—and his mainenance of our religious omaey 
tended to seats Gpeidion in the - and make 
mene to surv tiends. For some years ouidom ie 
death, he suffered much threugh bodily infirmity, and his 
exertions to attend religious meetings excited the admiration of 


